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ROUND 2 QUICK QUOTES 
July 24, 2026         
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS    ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Great playing, Chandler, 6-under 65 in the afternoon, that's one of the better 
rounds of the afternoon. How different was it out there for you compared to yesterday 
morning? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah, I mean, really and truly the only difference was the wind. 
They did good on the pins, at least on the front side. Or maybe I just started not hitting it as 
good as I did on I guess my front nine, the back nine. Just seemed like I had a lot of kind of 
in-between clubs and just didn't give myself as many looks.  
 
I mean, I felt like I made everything. I just looked at my stats and it said gained like 3.9 
putting, but also made like, I don't know, a 50-footer from four inches off the green so that 
doesn't count. You could probably four and a half putting. The hole looked like a 50-gallon 
drum today. 
 
Q.  Forty-five or 46 putts through two rounds is pretty amazing.  
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Is that what it is? If I can keep doing that, however the hell I end 
up, I don't care.  
 
Q.  I was going to say it looks like you've been rounding into a little bit of form outside 
of the U.S. Open where you missed the cut. Your last three events you finished 
Top-15 in each of them. Has that given you a bit of confidence or what have you been 
doing differently to have those positions? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah, I started working with my old coach. 
 
Q.  You did? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What's his name? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Dean Choate. He has seen me hit, I can't put a number on how 
many balls throughout my life. He knows what my swing looks like when I'm hitting it good 
and when I'm hitting it bad, you know, this and that. We just kind of made our decision that 
we were going to start working together again and you could pretty much look at my results 
and kind of tell when we did. 
 
Q.  So was that a fairly recent -- 
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CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah. I started working with him right before Canada, yeah. Then 
I've been putting great all year. I hired Josh Gregory this year for my putting and he helps 
me a little bit with my chipping. The combination of them two helping me, it makes golf a lot 
easier. I've actually been having fun, you know? It's easy to have fun when you're playing 
well. Yeah, no, it's been good. 
 
Q.  Do you ever feel like it works the other way, too, if you force yourself to have fun, 
generally the good form comes? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Man, I've been trying to have fun for the past year and a half, two 
years and I just couldn't do it because I've been hitting it so bad. I putted really bad last year.  
 
Really and truly, you could look at it any way, but I feel like I'm very lucky to be here right 
now just because I had a second -- y'all know, I had a second place finish second-to-last 
tournament of the year. If I don't have that, I finish like 140 on those points.  
 
I mean, I'm just trying to enjoy it, trying to keep my card again. I'm trying to come out here 
and win, you know? I've played really well the past month and the results I feel like have 
shown that. It's still just a little bit, you know. You're done with the tournament and you think, 
God, just leave so many out there or whatever. Yeah, it's heading in the right direction. 
 
Q.  When you began your round today, I guess Michael Kim had already finished and 
posted 59. 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah, that wasn't out there. I don't know what golf course he 
played. 
 
Q.  What was your reaction when you started and did it change your strategy at all 
when you went out there? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  No, no, because I mean like props to him, 59, I don't care where it 
is. I even told my caddie, I was like what did he do? You know, what did he do so good 
because this is not a 59 golf course.  
 
You know, there's some places, yeah, if somebody gets hot you can see it. I mean, we're all 
pretty good out here, that's why we're on the PGA TOUR, but you just don't see 59s every 
week and this is not -- no wind yesterday, I made -- I felt like I played really, really good 
other than one hole and if you gave me par on that one hole, I still only shoot 8. He beat that 
by four today. Props to him, I mean, 59 anywhere, it don't matter, and then being here, just 
even better. 
 
But no, that didn't affect me. I feel like I just needed to go out there and do the same thing I 
did yesterday and try to put a score together. I knew it was going to be a little bit harder this 
afternoon because of the wind. 
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Q.  I'm curious, you've got two rounds in the 60s these last two days. You played here 
twice and -- 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  What did you learn from those -- 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  I'm hitting it better. I'm hitting it better, I'm putting it better. It just 
makes golf a lot easier. 
 
I took off last week. I took off Dominican and went home because I figured down there, you 
know, that golf course down there is kind of wide open. I knew the wind was probably going 
to blow, but from what I heard, it didn't. I just didn't want to go down there and, you know, 
start swinging out of my shoes because I can hit it anywhere, and on top of that wind, start 
leaning on it, anything like that.  So I took off.  
 
And because I do like this golf course. I feel like it sets up decent for me. I wouldn't say it's 
just like, oh, this is really a good golf course. Because like Colonial, I feel like it's a really 
good golf course for me because I'm pretty average off the tee distance-wise and that's not a 
bomber's golf course. You can actually -- the longer hitters can kind of take advantage of 
this golf course pretty good, especially with the rough as high as I think it is. 
 
Yeah, no, I just wanted to take a week off and, you know, go see Dean for a few days. I only 
practiced like three days last week. I went fishing a lot and saw him Saturday and Sunday. It 
was really good. You know, golf's a momentum game, you know that. Just got to keep it 
rolling. 
 
Q.  And it is momentum. How big would it be for you this weekend to have a really 
strong finish here with just a couple events remaining before the Playoffs? 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah, this is my third year out here and if you look at where I'm at 
on the points right now, it doesn't look like I'm going to make the Playoffs. But it can happen 
in one week, you know? Yeah, I mean, that would be great. I would love nothing more than 
that. Maybe come out with a win.  And only thing is if I win, I need to kind of chill out and not 
do too much after that because I'm getting married Friday of East Lake. Yeah, fiancee would 
be -- 
 
Q.  It would be a good problem to have. 
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah, y'all don't have to deal with her. 
 
Q.  We sort of had this conversation in Bermuda last year with the engagement.  
 
CHANDLER PHILLIPS:  Yeah, yeah.  


